Hillsboro City Council Meeting

February 8, 2005

Mayor Baran called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

Roll call was taken and those present were Mayor Baran and Commissioners Trost, Richmond, McCammack and Hill.

Mayor Baran asked the Council to allow a request from the Calvary Baptist Church to be moved ahead on the agenda.

Harold Whitten on behalf of the Calvary Baptist Church was requesting the City to allow the “Builders for Christ” to set up campers on Church property until completion of a new addition.

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Richmond to grant special permission allowing campers to be set up on Calvary Baptist Church property.  These campers will house the “Builders for Christ” who are building an addition to the Church.  They will also be allowed to use the dumping facilities in the campground at no charge.  Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Hill read a letter from the Larry Meyers family stating they would not be operating the Marina this year.  They thanked the City for the opportunity to lease the marina.  They have chosen to pursue other interests with Patty opening a flower shop in her home.  Commissioner Hill stated she is now looking for someone to lease the Marina as well as a Pool manager.

Commissioner Hill next thanked Sam Whitlow, Henry McDonald, Fred Unger and the Vandalia Correctional work crew for the clearing of trees and brush around both lakes.

Commissioner Hill stated she was could not believe the City had no recognition policy for City employees and their years of service.  She asked permission to form a small committee to research and amend the situation.  She asked for the assistance of Clerk Booher on the project.

Commissioner Hill reported four new benches have been put together and are ready to be placed on Main Street.  Hill asked that any business wanting one located in front of them please contact City Hall as they will be distributed on a first come basis.

Commissioner Hill next discussed the need to order more Christmas lights for Main Street and to get a substantial savings they must be ordered before February 28th.   She asked that an expenditure of $4,000.00 for lights be placed on the next agenda.

Commissioner Richmond reporting for the Fire Department announced work is progressing on the dispatcher’s area.  Commissioner Richmond asked for permission to sell a 1973 pickup truck the Fire Department has replaced.  Richmond also advised everyone that the Auxiliary Police are hosting a pancake and sausage fundraiser March 5th at the Moose Club for this years Easter Egg Hunt.  The Easter egg hunt will be held on March 19th at Beckemeyer School.

Commissioner Richmond also presented Commissioner McCammack with a list of regulatory signs that need addressed.

Commissioner Richmond (reporting for the Police Department) stated year to date there have been 19 auto accidents, 38 traffic citations, 12 non-traffic citations, 25 warning citations,   5 city ordinance citations, and 5 warrant arrests.  There have been 26 nuisance abatements have been issued and complied with.   There have been 3 building permits issued.  There will be a Zoning Board hearing on February 17th.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Richmond and seconded by Commissioner Trost to advertise surplus Fire Department vehicles for sale.  Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner Trost reminded everyone to be working on his or her new budgets, which will be gone over at the next supervisor meeting.  RCI Technology will be here in around February 22nd to begin the audit of City owned equipment.  Supervisors from each department will be asked to assist in their departments’ audit.

Commissioner McCammack asked as the status of the burned buildings on Main Street.  Mayor Baran informed everyone that work is progressing.  The buildings had to first be tested for asbestos before any cleanup begins.  Mayor Baran hoped the cleanup could be completed in the next couple of weeks.

Mayor Baran informed everyone that the City already has an ordinance in effect concerning the discharge of firearms in the City limits and this would include City land surrounding the lakes.  A duck hunting ordinance is in effect that allows hunting on Glenn Shoals Lake and this is the only time the discharge of a firearm is allowed.  Mayor next addressed the lease between the City and Mr. Wolford.  Mayor Baran stated it was a verbal agreement of which the conditions have not been met and therefore the lease is null and void from this time forward.  Mayor Baran also addressed the unsolicited burning of undergrowth on City property, this practice is not allowed and anyone caught will be prosecuted.  Mayor Baran also stated he hoped Mr. Cranfill would make sure his deer hunters direct there weapons to not discharge towards City property.  This is land that any one in the City can walk and we don’t want anyone hurt.

Mayor Baran next addressed the new War Memorial being built at Edison Park, where the former Hardee’s sign will be moved back onto private property.  Commissioner Richmond asked if the Memorial would be open to visitors at all times and if so the present curfew needs addressed.

Mayor Baran next commented on how well the new Code Enforcement Officer is doing and would like to see more research done by the Commissioner, Police Chief and Enforcement Officer on the removal of derelict vehicles.

Mayor Baran noted the CCI program is up and running and he has been selected as one of the trustees.

City Treasurer McCoy asked for Council permission to pay this month’s bills.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Trost and seconded by Commissioner Richmond to pay bills in the amount of $137,942.58.   Motion carried 5-0.

City Attorney Jarman reported receiving a letter from the owner of the former Radar Lumber property concerning his nuisance abatement notice.  Jarman stated the owner would be sending a letter to the City with his cleanup proposal and time frame.  Mayor Baran stated if the cleanup has not started by the date on the abatement notice, court proceedings should be started.  Jarman also reported working on new census maps showing newly annexed properties.

Commissioner Hill asked Attorney Jarman a question concerning penalties for the cutting of trees around the lake or on City property.  Jarman stated that if no penalty fee is in the ordinance then the penalty could be anywhere from $25.00 to $500.00 and any penalty fee over this would need to be included in the ordinance.

City Engineer Hunt reported that the land application sludge permit has been approved by the IEPA for the Waste Water Department.

Commissioner Hill discussed the need for new grounds keeping equipment for her departments.  They would be giving one of the old riding mowers to the Sports Association to be used at the Sports Complex.  The Steiner mower will be used for stump removal only.  

Motion was made by Commissioner Hill and seconded by Commissioner Richmond to approve the purchase of one new Gravely mower and 3 new weed eaters for the Public Property Department.  The cost of these items would be $8,871.20 this would be a savings of nearly $3,000.00 by purchasing at this time.  Motion carried 5-0.

There was a brief discussion concerning the formation of Police and Fire Boards along with a draft ordinance for all to review.  This would be addressed at a future meeting.  Commissioner Trost asked if we could get a representative from the Municipal League to come to the City to brief the Council on all the new requirements since reaching a population over 5,000 people.  Mayor Baran stated he would make the contact.

Motion was made by Commissioner McCammack and seconded by Commissioner Hill to approve the 2005 MFT appropriation in the amount of $182,000.00.  Motion carried 5-0.

Commissioner McCammack informed the Council of the need to replace the front end on the John Deere backhoe.

Motion was made by Commissioner McCammack and seconded by Commissioner Richmond to approve the expenditure of $1800 for a new front end on the John Deere backhoe.  Motion carried 5-0.

Mayor Baran informed the Council of the need to plat the Eagle Zinc property as a future Industrial Park to be eligible for funding.

Motion was made by Commissioner Richmond and seconded by Commissioner McCammack to approve Hurst & Rosche to draw up a plat of the Eagle Zinc property if it were to become an Industrial Park.  The cost of the plat is not to exceed $1295.00.  Motion carried 5-0.

Motion was made by Commissioner Trost and seconded by Commissioner Hill to donate $250.00 to the Hillsboro Post Prom Committee.  Motion carried 5-0.

Upcoming Agenda Items

Address the Police and Fire Board Ordinances and the purchase of Christmas lighting.

Veronica Green was present and asked the Council to address the problems with the School Street underpass.  Mayor Baran informed everyone that documentation of problems with the underpass have been forwarded to the Illinois Department of Transportation.

Mayor Baran mentioned that he and Commissioner Hill had sent a letter to the City of Litchfield declining their offer to provide water to the City of Hillsboro.  The letter did state that Hillsboro would entertain the construction of a water line interconnecting both Hillsboro and Litchfield to supply either town in case of an emergency.

Motion to adjourn was made at 8:47 by Commissioner Richmond and seconded by Commissioner Trost.  Motion carried 5-0.

Respectfully Submitted,

Dave Booher, City Clerk

